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Rv Ipann I inslev \ . l : ‘1 totally. unaware ottM^*saidr ! 

*/•'; Stan K^ter,; vice-president of-instim*- 

•V- *V . ' : tional relations, and the university’s !. 

ST. PAUL, Mini*..-— Highly guarded .actingr president; -Kegler said ' he [ 
government^sponsored analysis of should have . been- informed of the i 
suspected biological warfare agents . .project Uni versitypresident C Peter 1 
has been under way at the University .Mag rath was put of town and unavai* [ 
of Minnesotaior about two months.- * JableTorxoni'menl: 4 ^*''? ^7/^ ? 

The work, conducted at the St. Paul “There is no place at our university 

campus plant, pathology laboratory for secret research/ especially if it i 

under the direction of Professor app iie^ to bioldgical weapons,” said j 


Chester J. Mirocha, was done without 
the knowledges university officials 
and was undertaken despite univer- 
sity policies prohibiting classified or : 
secret research. ‘ T ; 

Although some of the test results 
have been made public in recent 
weeks, many details, including meth- 
ods of analyses and specific levels of 


Martin *D workin, ... a - microbiology 
professor. He was- highly* critical of. 
the university’s research during the 
1960s into a crop-killing disease that- 
had potential for use as a biological 
weapons/.-: -* >: .A*- ;v' / 

“If it’s secret,* it shouldn't be going | 


chemicals found; remain an official on “Dworkinsaid. • : > . 
secret, according to the State Depart- ' Robert Hexter, chairman of the 
ment. State Department officials said , university research committee, said 
they would eventually release the he was also unaware-of the project, ’ 
full results. ' Padding that the university would be* 

Mirocha’s work has been so guard - ^reluctant to get involved in any work 
ed that employees m bts Jaboratory relating to biological warfare. “Uni- . 
were unaware u m I l_r ecently_Jhat versities don’t wage war,” he said. : 
they "were analyzing plant samples ’Mirocha said he did not inform-' 
collected b^the^teHigencecommiw higher officials of the project be-' 
nity from sites fh Southea st As ia, cause he was unaware until recently 
. where 'tbe^overh me nt 'suspec ts tha t of the purpose of the analyses. State 
Vietnamesetroops Save wag ed ch em- / Department officials said that the 
icaf warfare. "The leafand stem sam-’ secrecy was necessary to ensure that. . 
pies were analyzed for mycotoxin, a the test results were unbiased and/ 

• natural chemical poison that the US. free from political complications. ; . 
government suspects the Soviets of - Department spokesman Fred Selick'/ 
developing into a potential biological • said that much of the information on ; 
weapon. r / the mycotoxin project remained clas- 

Mycotoxias ate frequently found sif ied.. M We*ll release it when the time 
in moldy animaTfeed and produce ~ is right ”Selicksaid. ! /' ' 

much the same, reaction in airintals> v - Laboratory*employees said one of 
that they do in humans. Those reac- : the toxins within the compound 
tions include skin blisters, internal chemical was found at levels nearly 
bleeding, convulsions and death. 10 times the amounts normally found* 

The proiect.drew immediate criti- in animalfeed containing the mold, i 
cism* from some- officials, who cited The levels were much higher than 1 

pastiControversiesLover consulting ■ — 1 

projectSiUndertaken by individual. 

-professors as well as the university^/ 
past'involvement in development; of 1 
.? biological warfare agents^ - 


1 - v . "‘ - •*•■* * -vv . j 

♦ *v*7 f i . i 


those that produce ill effects in ani- 
mals, they said. ... i *. : Vu ~ 
Mirocha said , he ’ considers the 
mycotoxin project a service to the 
country and stated that -he would 
have performed the analyses even if 
he had known theirpurpose.- ~ 
Results of Mirocha’s tests were cit- 
ed in a recent speech in West Germa- 
ny by Secretary of State Alexander M. 
Haig Jr., -who was on an acknowl- 
edged public relations campaign to 
stress tbeSoviet threat and to empha- 
size the need to match Soviet military 
strengths : ^ . /: L '“ V '* . 

7 Haig said he had positive evidence * 
that chemical warfare was being 
waged in IndochinaJBqt his remarks 
were later toned down by the State 
Department, which tanned the evi- 
dence “preliminary/^ - ; 

The scientific community hasTre- 
acted with skepticism to the- disclo- 
sures, and there has been speculation 
that the administration is-usingthe 
information to muster* anti-Soviet 
sentiment and gain support for US. 
military buildups. 
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